
5 Companies Who Approve (just about) Anyone 

Hello! 

My name is Chris Huntley, the president of Huntley Wealth Insurance and owner of 

HighRiskLifeInsuranceAgency.com, the site where you downloaded this report.  

At Huntley Wealth, we’ve helped clients with 

medical issues ranging from mild conditions, 

such as high blood pressure & high cholesterol, 

to diabetes or history of stroke, heart attack, or 

cancer. 

You name it, and we’ve seen it, (and been successful insuring it)!  So if you have a challenging medical 

history, give us a call at 877-443-9467.  We can help! 

Before We Get Started… 2 Types of Approvals 
You must understand that in the life insurance world, you have two types of underwriting, traditional 

and simplified. 

1. Traditional Underwriting – This is the way to go, if you’re healthy enough, because the 

premiums are much cheaper.  People with diabetes, sleep apnea, history of heart conditions and 

such may still qualify. (Usually requires a medical exam and the application asks a lot of medical 

questions.  Click for more info…) 

2. Graded Death Benefit  - If you’ve got a more serious medical condition, such as cancer, just 

recently had a stroke or heart attack (say, in the last 12 months), you may not qualify for 

traditional coverage.  But you can probably buy a “simplified issue” policy, meaning there will be 

few health questions and no medical exam.  It costs more and the death benefit is typically 

reduced the first 2-3 years, with it paying out 100% thereafter.  (Click for more info…) 

We’ll break down our 5 carriers by showing you our top 3 companies for “traditional” approvals, and our 

top 2 for “graded death benefit” policies. 

Our Top 3 Companies for “Traditional” Approvals 
1. Pruco Life Insurance (Prudential) – By far, the company I recommend most often is Prudential.  

Here are a handful of reasons. 

a. They approve cases others decline – I’ve seen Prudential 

approve cases for kidney disease, elevated kidney enzymes, 

recent DUI’s, Crohn’s disease, marijuana use, and many more 

issues that companies like State Farm or Farmers will simply 

decline you for. 
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b. Lenient build chart – Insurance carriers typically will charge more for applicants with 

bigger build.  Prudential is the same, but they’re very lenient.  For example, a 52 year 

old woman who is 5’8, 180 lbs could qualify for their BEST health class.  A 67 year old 

who is 6’0 could weigh up to 228 lbs and still qualify for their BEST class. 

c. Non tobacco rates for Cigars, Pipes, Chewing Tobacco – Should you have to pay the 

same “smoker ratings” (typically 2-3x the rate of non tobacco rates) if you smoke cigars 

or pipes rather than cigarettes?  Heck no!  PRU has a special “non smoker plus” rating 

for these tobacco users. 

Bottom Line: If you’ve got a medical issue and want the absolute best chance for a 

traditional approval, make sure you talk to your agent about Prudential. 

 

2. Protective Life Insurance Company – The next company that is super aggressive on moderately 

serious medical issues is Protective.  Their particular strong suit is with bipolar disorder, blood 

pressure and cholesterol issues, scuba divers, and are also generally “lenient” on all sorts of 

health issues. 

 

Better than Prudential?  I wouldn’t say they are more 

aggressive than PRU from an underwriting standpoint, but 

Protective certainly has lower premiums, on average, for the 

same amount of coverage and term length.   

 

For simple health issues, such as gout, heart murmur, fatty liver, things that are very common 

and not too serious like that, Protective may be the better choice. 

 

Bottom Line: All things equal, Protective will usually be cheaper than Prudential.  You might 

start with an application to Protective, and if they don’t rate you as hoped, you could then try 

applying to Prudential to see if they can beat Protective’s rate. 

 

3. Banner Life Insurance - I personally own a half million dollar policy 

through Banner.  They’re owned by Legal & General (L&G), and are 

quickly becoming very well known in the term life insurance arena. 

Banner is such a good carrier on multiple issues, such as allowing medication for blood pressure 

and cholesterol in their BEST health class.  (only a handful of companies do this).  They will also 

potentially go preferred for well controlled sleep apnea, and also have a uni-sex build chart.  

This is not so good for the men, but wonderful for the ladies, as women with bigger builds tend 

to qualify for excellent health classes with Banner. 
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Bottom Line: Banner is very similar to Protective.  If it comes down to Banner, Prudential, or 

Protective, start with an application to the one that appears to be the lowest cost in the quote.  

Sometimes you may get approved as quoted, and pay the least for Banner.  If you don’t get 

approved as applied, you can always switch gears and apply to a different company. 

 

 

Final Thoughts on “Traditional” Approvals 

 

Sometimes, you just don’t know how a company is going to approve a particular individual.  We’ve had 

cases where we emailed the case details to these three carriers and one said they would approve the 

case while the other two said they would decline. 

In other cases, none of the three carriers above would approve the case, 

but we got an approval from one of our other companies we represent 

such as American General, Genworth, or Met Life. 

It’s best to speak to a knowledgeable, independent agent (one that can 

use multiple carriers… for example, NOT State Farm or Farmers agents) 

about your health history, who can advise you on your best move. 

We would love the chance to help you, if you call us at 877-443-9467. 

 

Our Top 2 Companies for “Graded Death Benefit” Approvals 
If you can’t get approved for a traditional policy, you may have to look at one with a graded death 

benefit.  Within the graded realm, we have two more subcategories: 

1. Simplified Issue – The cheaper of the these two.  No medical exam, and to qualify, you only 

need to answer “no” to a handful of medical questions.  Just about anyone can qualify. 

2. Guaranteed Issue – No medical questions.  If you can sign your own name and are not confined 

to hospice care, you can qualify, even with a terminal disorder. 

There are multiple insurance carriers that offer these graded death benefit plans, but here are two 

we’ve found are the best. 
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1. Fidelity Life Insurance (Simplified 

Issue) – If you can answer no to the 

questions on the right, you can 

qualify.  

We’ve gotten all sorts of high risk 

approvals from Fidelity. 

Pretty much anything that was over 

2 years ago is ok.  For example, we 

were able to insure a gentleman 

with a heart transplant 10 years 

prior.  Since he could answer no to 

all the questions, he was approved. 

 

Graded Benefit – Keep in mind the 

death benefit would be reduced 

during the first 3 years of this 

policy.  

For example, say an applicant 

purchased a Fidelity graded death 

benefit policy and died in the 

second year.  He would get back 

100% of the premiums he had paid 

into it (so you don’t lose anything), 

plus a bit of interest. 

If he were to pass away after the 

third year, the entire death benefit 

would be paid.   

Also, accidental deaths don’t count for the “graded” benefit, so if the insured dies within the 

first 3 years due to an accident, Fidelity pays the full death benefit.  

Term Policies – One nice thing about Fidelity is you can buy a term policy with a  graded death 

benefit from them, which can keep down the costs, especially compared to all the other carriers 

out there only offering whole life options. 



Call us for a Fidelity 
quote at 877-443-9467 

Their term policies are also unique, in that after the initial term is over, the premium stays the 

same and the death benefit gets hit with a one-time reduction.  But this is actually quite nice, 

because your policy remains affordable, and lasts to age 95. 

Bottom Line – If you can’t qualify for traditional coverage, ask your agent to 

look into a quote with Fidelity.  Very few people will be declined by them.  But 

they don’t offer online quotes, so you have to call an agent who represents 

them for a quote. 

   

2. Vantis Life  - If you can’t qualify for traditional coverage or for a simplified issue policy through 

Fidelity, your last resort is a “guaranteed issue” policy. 

 

Now I’ve been an agent for a long time (9+ years) and have 

seen many insurance carriers offering guaranteed issue 

policies. 

 

I can tell you that Vantis is my favorite for 3 reasons: 

1. Hands down, they have the lowest premiums 

2. Death benefit only reduced for 2 years, not 3 

3. Their product is available in every state except MT 

Premium Chart: Here are their male and female rates.  Note, this product (as is the case with all 

other graded products) only offers coverage to ages 50-80. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bottom Line: Pretty much anyone will be accepted.  They’ll accept any medical issue.  They don’t 

even ask any medical questions on their application.  If you have a terminal disease, Vantis is the 

way to go. 

However, you must speak to an agent contracted with Vantis to apply.  We’re happy to help you if 

you call us at 877-443-9467. 

 

Bonus – How to Save Money on Life Insurance 
 

1. Speak to an Independent Agent – we already covered this a bit, but I can’t stress this enough.  

Your agent needs to be able to use whatever carrier will rate you the fairest.  In life insurance 

the rating is EVERYTHING.  Better health rating = Lower Premium.   

2. Use an Agent Who is Willing to Shop Around for You - You can tell some agents (especially in 

call centers like Select Quote) have a hundred calls to make and don’t want to give you 

personalized attention.  You’ll save a lot more money using an agent who works at a smaller 

mom and pop shop, who can take his/her time to search for the best rates for you. 

3. Apply to Multiple Carriers – If you get declined or highly rated initially with a traditional 

application, try applying to another carrier.  Once you’ve done your medical exam, it’s a breeze 

to apply to another company.  They can typically use your old exam.  Why not wait another 1-2 

weeks to see if another carrier can beat the 1st carrier’s offer. 

Final Thoughts 
Phew!  You made it. 

We’ve enjoyed spending a bit of time with you.  I hope you can see that at Huntley Wealth Insurance, 

we’re all about helping our clients with high risk medical issues find affordable coverage, and that we do 

so in a casual, yet professional way. (more…) 

If you already have an agent you are working with, try sending him/her a copy of this report, and 

perhaps it will help them to find you a better deal.  Our #1 priority is that you and your loved ones get 

the coverage they need… even if you don’t use us.   

Your agent may not be contracted with the carriers we use.  In that case, we’d love to help you! 

For assistance with a quote, or any other questions or comments, you can call us at 877-443-9467 or 

email us at info@huntleywealth.com.  

Sincerely, 

Christopher J. Huntley 
President of Huntley Wealth Insurance  
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